122                        SHORT STORIES

"Then, are you not establishing a new faith?"
" Every man has to establish his own faith.
I have established mine."

" What, then, do you teach ?"
u Ask those who have been taught."
"Are you against karma ?"
"What do you mean by karma?"

"Ritual and sacrifice, and the services pres-
cribed for daily observance."

" Doing them with an understanding of their
meaning may have effect."

11 Then, why do you say that it is permissible
to give them up ?"

u Hold on to something else, I say, and give
up this."

"Giving them up should surely do harm."

" Yes, to some; but not to all."

" Who are the people to whom it will not do
harm ?"

" They themselves know."

" So, it is as each likes ? And they may do it
if they like and not if they do not like ?"

ic It is not as they like but as they believe."
" But if they believe wrongly ?"